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In the Beginning,... 

SpartaDOS was written because we felt thei'e was a void 
in Disk Operating Systems for the Atari Computer. After 
using systems like MS-DOS, PC -DOS, and CP/M, « at iCD 
felt there were certain features missing on the Atari. 

So we set some goals for the ideal DOS for the Atari, 

A. It should be compatible with ail software and 
systems. 

8. It should be memory resident. 

C. It should support ail densities and switch config- 
urations intelligently. 

D. It should be able to handle hard disk drives 
if they become available. 

E. It should allow file storage only limited by 
the capacity of the media. 

F. This created the need for subdirectories, 

G. It should allow time/date stamping of files in 
the directories. 

H. MEMLO should be below $2000. 

I. It should support batch file processing. 
J. It should support full redirection of I/O. 
K. it should support relative file access. 

L. It should be command driven for entry speed and 

easy expansion. 
M. It should have provisions for UltraSpeed I/O. 
N, It should be 'disk compatible' with DOS 2. 

Almost immediately it was obvious we couKin't support 
all these features and still maintain 'disk compatibility'. 
There was just to much waste and overhead in Atari DOS 
2. To keep expanding on thai framework would eventually 
evolve into a totaf 'kluge'. We decided to dismiss that 
goal as long as Mike could develop a copy program that 
would transfer both to and from SpartaDOS with automatic 
configuration; thus SPC OPY was born. 



i 



Preface 



We believe the end result of our efforts is a superior 
product with more power than can even be used by the present 
systems available. We will continue to support SpartaDOS 
and develop more utilities as time goes on. I would be 
glad to hear from you with comments and suggestions for 
future revisions and utility programs, but please don't 
be dismayed if I don't return your letters. They are 
all read but we are just too swamped with mail to answer 
all letters and still be a productive company. 



sincersly, 




Tom Harker 



Note - throughout this manual: 

SpartaDOS, UltraSpeed, U S Doubler, and Archiver II, are 

trademarks of ICD, Inc. 

CP/M is a trademark of Digital Research 

MS-DOS is a trademark of Microsoft Corp. 

PC-DOS is a trademark of IBM, Corp. 

Atari is a trademark of Atari, Corp. 

OS/A+ is a trademark of OSS, Inc. 

ATR8000 is a trademark of SWP, Inc. 
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~ S^^riaOOS Overview 



SpartaOOS Overview 

The Disk Operating System (DCS) is a special program which 
oirec.s the internal operation of your Atari computer 
and dssk drive. The DOS oversees many important func- 
tions including allocation of memory and management of 
tiles including storage and retrieval, etc. 

SpartaDOS is primarily a memory resident DOS. This means 
that you can go from an applications program running under 
uus to DOS and use most internal commands, then back 
to the apphcations program without reloading from disk 
each time. 

The commands in DOS are of two types; INTERNAL or EXTERNAL 
Internal commands are memory resident and include: APPEND 
Batch Processing, BUFS, CAR, COPY (as long as Page 6 is 

' ER ASE, LOAD, PRINT, RENAME, RUN, SAVE, and TYPE. 

The external commands include: AT RS232 CLS COPY fif 

POR T, RS232, SET, SPCOPY, TIME, TREE, and UNERASE. The 
ex ternal commands TSET and TD replace SET and TIME when 
using our optional R-TIME Clock cartridge. T. use th, 

FORMAT r°n^ S ' fHeS ° f tke same na ™ (»"ch as 
r.'ln r ] T St r6Side ° n the disk from ^ere they are 
tvoe FORm°aT ^ e K F0RMAT - C °M P^gram you would just 
oace f - thenretUrn * T °P^ide more disk storage 

to eacV d?,k sV™ C ° m r nd fHeS that V° u wi " *»« «i"S 
f»es) new by" ' ^ COmtnand 

^ ot'nTnV^ diSlCetteS SiVen 3 ,Vo!ume ' density 
-nd other options are selected. Each disk must be given 

a un ique volume name for your diskette iibTaTy such « 
Games 1, (.ames 2, WP 1, 000243 etc 
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